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“Reaching out to
families with
children ages
birth through

five”

“The mission of Stanly County Partnership
For Children is to make early childhood
resources available to young children and
their families that result in young children
being properly cared for (healthy, safe, age
appropriately educated) and enabled to
enter school ready to learn.”

MISSION
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What is Smart Start?
+ Smart Start is North Carolina’s nationally recognized early childhood

initiative to ensure that young children enter school healthy and pre-
pared for success.  This public-private initiative provides early child-
hood funding to local Partnerships throughout North Carolina’s 100
counties.  Stanly County Partnership For Children has provided serv-
ices since 1993 through programs operating in partnership with gov-
ernmental and non-profit groups to improve the health and education
of children ages birth through five.
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STANLY COUNTY PARTNERSHIP FOR CHILDREN – SMART START
Annual Report to the Community

Fiscal Year July 2012-June 2013
The Board of Directors and staff at the Stanly County

Partnership for Children-Smart Start are pleased to share
with you our 2012-2013 Annual Report.  As the local Smart
Start agency, we strive to ensure that every child in Stanly
County arrives at kindergarten healthy and ready to suc-
ceed.  At the end of the 2012-2013 Fiscal year, Stanly
County Partnership for Children, Inc. (SCPC) had adminis-
trated $2,334,486.00 state, federal and private funds.
Providing learning opportunities for our youngest children
(0-5 years of age) is an investment in the future for everyone in our commu-
nity.  
Stanly County Partnership for Children provides services and funding that

focuses on several main core service areas: Early Care including childcare
quality and affordability/availability, Education, Health, and Family Support.
Since the inception of Stanly County Partnership for Children in late 1993,
over $35.9 million of Smart Start funds have been allocated to Stanly County
to provide a variety of programs either directly or through contracts with local
providers to ensure that children are ready to enter kindergarten.  This effort
not only has made a tremendous difference in children being ready to start to
school, but has made a strong economic impact in our county, directly and
indirectly.  This past fiscal year has been especially important in working
toward our goal of every child being ready, both mentally and physically, to
enter kindergarten ready to succeed.  We celebrated our 20th Anniversary in
2013 and especially enjoyed looking back over the years as we reflected upon
and celebrated our accomplishments.  SCPC continues to serve as the local
administrator of our county’s North Carolina Pre-Kindergarten Program (NC
Pre-K).  SCPC managed $1,592,952.00 NC Pre-K funds and the place-
ment/monitoring of 320 children in approved 4 & 5 Star- Rated childcare
sites. Positive changes in the quality of childcare in Stanly County continue to
be indicated by an increased number of 4 and 5 Star-Rated facilities.
Research shows high quality childcare has a direct impact on a child’s pre-
paredness for school.  We also continue to address improving the education
competence of all childcare providers/teachers. Research shows that the more
education teachers/childcare providers have the higher quality of care and
instruction they will provide.     
The Stanly County Partnership for Children presents the information in our

annual report to illustrate our achievements with the Smart Start and NC Pre-
K investment of funds during last fiscal year through the services provided.
We continue striving to value every child in Stanly County and invest our
resources in families whether their children are in regulated childcare settings
or at home. We welcome and encourage your support.  If you would like to
volunteer, make a donation, or just find out more, please call us at 704-982-
2038 or come by to see us in Stanly County Commons, 1000 North First
Street, Suite 8, Albemarle, NC 28001.  

WHITLEY

Find us
on
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Indicator (data for 2012
unless otherwise noted) Stanly County NC

• Population 60,477 9,765,229
• Persons under 5 years old, number

(percent of population) 3,587 (5.9%) 648,525 (6.6%)

• Median family income (2007-11) $43,424 $46,291
• Unemployment Rate (5/2013) 8.4% 8.8%
• Children living in poverty (2011) 23.6% 25.5%
• Single parent homes for children

under 6 years old (2010) 40.4% 46.2%

•  Birth rate to teen girls, 
ages 17 and under (2011) 3.6% 3.2%

• Percent children ages 2-4
overweight 15.4% 15.7%

• Number of licensed child care centers (6/2013) 28 4,786
• Number of licensed child care homes (6/2013) 17 3,093
• Total number of children ages 0-5

enrolled in licensed childcare (6/2013) 1,293 (36%) 170,419 (26%)
• Number of child care

providers in work force among
licensed child care facilities (6/2013) 291 43,049

• Market rate for child care $631 $758

Stanly County At A Glance:

There are only 2,000 days between the time a baby

is born and when that child begins kindergarten.

Experiences during that time have a lasting impact on

later learning, health and success.
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Child Care Services – Child Care Services
staff work with child care providers to achieve a
higher level of quality care via the Environment
Rating Scales (ERS) and also work with child
care providers needing technical assistance in
opening a child care facility, room arrangement,
curriculum, child behavior, age appropriate
practices, business/ management issues,
increasing star license, and other areas of inter-
est.  In addition, child care provider education is
promoted through professional development
opportunities. For more information call 704-
985-1418 ext. 225.
Early Childhood Resource Center – A lend-

ing library of educational materials develop-
mentally appropriate for preschool aged chil-

dren. Materials include games, puppets, videos,
toys, and many other items.  Items may be
checked out after obtaining a membership.  For
more information call 704-985-1418 ext. 229.
WAGE$® – Turnover and lack of teacher edu-

cation directly affects the quality of child care.
The WAGE$® program is a statewide education-
based salary supplement initiative created and
administered by Child Care Services
Association (CSSA), a non-profit agency in
Chapel Hill, North Carolina. WAGE$® provides
a wage supplement for child care providers to
improve their level of Early Childhood
Education and promotes teacher retention.  For
more information call 704-985-1418 ext. 225.
Quality Stars Program – Monetary bonuses 

are provided to child care facilities which
includes both child care centers and family
child care homes with a four or five  star rating.
For more information call 704-985-1418 ext.
225.
School Readiness – This activity assists

licensed child care centers with school readi-
ness information and materials to prepare chil-
dren to enter school ready to succeed. The
Coordinator works with local kindergarten
teachers to provide information to child care
providers and families on skills and abilities
that would be beneficial to children entering
kindergarten. The Coordinator also works with
licensed facilities to implement The Creative
Curriculum into their programs.  For more
information call 704-982-0286 ext. 232. 

Child Care Quality
I 83% of children in child care are enrolled in 4 or 5 star rated facilities

exceeding the high performing PBIS standard and up from last year
(74%).

I 79% of children are enrolled in 1-5 star rated child care centers that
have at least 5 lead teacher education points exceeding the high per-
forming PBIS standard. 

Child Care Provider Consultation, Training and Resources
I 47 of 48 (98%) of child care facilities in Stanly County received serv-

ices to improve quality child care.
I 42% (125 of 282) of child care staff received training funded by

Smart Start. 

I 29 (60%) of childcare facilities were members of the Early Childhood
Resource Center during 2012-13 allowing use of a variety of high
quality educational materials to supplement their classroom and
instruction.

Child Care Provider Salary Supplements and Benefits
I Smart Start provided 45% (128 of 282) of Stanly County Early

Childhood teachers with salary supplements (through the WAGE$
program or Quality Stars Program). 

I 33 teachers received health benefits through Smart Start funding. 
I 100% of child care providers indicated that WAGE$ either encour-

ages them to stay in their current programs or to pursue further edu-
cation. 

Quality Early Childhood Successes in Stanly County

Child Care Services
Early Childhood Resource Center (ECRC)
WAGE$®

Quality Stars Program
School Readiness

Smart Start Focuses on Quality Early Childhood Education
Stanly County Partnership For Children Addresses It Through

Education:
High quality early 
childhood programs
increase graduation rates
by as much as 44%; 
NC’s graduation rate was
65% before Smart Start;
now 77.7%.

Facebook Post by child care provider:
I use the resource center weekly for my classroom. Thank you for offering such an invaluable service to teachers in Stanly County.

Provider note about child care services:
If I could go back to the 1st time the Child Care Specialist came out to my home daycare and took pictures until now and how she impacted, influenced and
help me to now, you wouldn’t believe the difference.  Through my whole experience with licensing reassessment she was there for me no matter what.  At
first I thought there was no way I would be able to do the things she was telling and showing me to do. She would always talk me though and encourage me
that I could do it even when I didn’t think I could.  My daycare home is a very educational and great learning facility now and the children are very excited to
come and be able to go to the different center areas that are now in place. With the help of Child Care Services,  I went form a 1 star rated license to a 4
star rated license home day care.

Way to Go Stanly County! • 83% of Stanly County Children in early care and education attended 4 and 5 star programs
compared to 70% across NC.
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Smart Start Focuses on
Affordable and Available Child Care
Stanly County Partnership For Children Addresses It Through

Child Care Subsidy
Smart Start, in conjunction with the Department of Social Services

provides funds to assist with child care expenses for qualifying parents
who have their children in a registered or licensed child care facility.
For more information call 704-982-6100.

NC Pre-K
Smart Start provides NC Pre-K slots in public schools, child care

facilities and Head Start facilities. These slots are only available to
qualifying four-year-olds. For more information call 704-985-1666 ext.
239.

Child Care Availability and
Affordability Successes in
Stanly CountyFour Star Facilities

A Little Piece of Heaven
All Star Learning Center of
Stanly County of NC, Inc.
Bright Beginnings of NC, Inc.
Christian Care
Countryside Kids Club, Inc.
Fun-N-Learning
Kiddie Kare Day Care Center
Kiddie Kare Too
J&S Blessed Daycare
Little Super Troopers Day Care
Home
Locust Child Development
Center
Love and Laughter Home
Daycare
Miss Debbie’s Day Care Home
Norwood Headstart and Child
Development Center
Quality Home Child Care

Robinson Daycare
Stanly County Kids Academy
Sweet Home Child Development
Center
Five Star Facilities
Fahondzi Learning Tree Child
Development
Just Us Kids Day Care
Little Creations Day Center
Little Friends Child Development
Center
Love-N-Care II
Love-N-Care West
Oakboro Kid’s Club
Quality Child Care Center, Inc.
Richfield Child Development
Center, Inc.
Stanly County Headstart
Susie’s Friends Day Care
The Son-Shine Kids Learning
Center, Inc.

Stanly County Four and Five
Star Facilities

Overall Child Care Quality Trends 
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These child care facilities have strived to obtain and maintain these ratings.
Stanly County Partnership For Children is very proud of these facilities for all
that they do for our children. Let’s remember to thank our child care providers
for trying to improve the quality of care for our children. 

I Smart Start provided 237 pre-school aged children (who qualified
financially) with child care subsidies in order that their parents could
attend school or work. 

I During 2012-13, 285 children were served in NC Pre-K classrooms,
213 children in 7 private, licensed four or five star child care centers,
54 children were served through 2 Head Start sites and an additional
18 were served at 1 public school site.

I Currently (2013-2014) NC Pre-K is serving 263 children in Stanly
County in 7 private, licensed four or five star child care centers (191
slots), 2 Head Start locations (54 slots) and 1 public school site (18
slots).

I The statewide goal for the percentage of children receiving subsidized
child care that are enrolled in regulated child care programs is at least
90%. Stanly County exceeds this goal with 100% of subsidized chil-
dren enrolled in regulated, licensed care. Of those, 89% are enrolled
in high quality 4 or 5 star rated facilities.

Jobs:
Early education programs make
it possible for 380,000 North
Carolina parents to work. In
total, these families earn almost
$12.5 billion annually.

Way to Go Stanly County!
• 89% of Stanly County children whose families received help
paying for early childhood care and education attended 4 and 5
star centers compared to 81% across NC.

Percentage of Stanly County Children Ages 0-5
Enrolled in 4 and 5 Star Rated Facilities
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Smart Investment,  Big Returns

Health:
High quality early 
childhhood programs
improve nutrition 
and health.

When at-risk children experience high-quality early learning
programs, they have better school, employment, and life out-
comes.  These results demonstrate the significant economic
gains generated by investing in quality early childhood devel-
opment in North Carolina.

School readiness by kindergarten
A Smart Start evaluation by the University of North Carolina
showed that children birth to five who attended child care centers
that were very involved in Smart Start activities were more pre-
pared for kindergarten.

The Results in North Carolina

Meeting standards in elementary school
Economically disadvantaged third graders who attended More at
Four (now NC Pre-K) narrowed the achievement gap with their
non-economically disadvantaged peers by up to 40 percent.

Reduced special education costs
Children who received early education through the North Carolina
Abecedarian Project were half as likely as their peers to require
special education.

Fewer teen pregnancies
North Carolina children who attended the Abecedarian Project
were almost half as likely to become teen parents than peers who
did not attend.

Reduced crime and delinquency
Chicago children who did not attend preschool were 70 percent
more likely than peers who did attend to be arrested for a violent
crime by age 18.

The Results nationwide

Increased high school graduation rates
Children who attended quality preschool were 29 percent more
likely to graduate from high school than their peers who did not
attend, and were less likely to repeat grades.

Increased college attendence
Students who attended quality early education programs, includ-
ing Perry Preschool, the Abecedarian Project, and Chicago Child
Parent Centers, were more likely to attend college than their
peers.

Greater adult employment and higher wages
Adults who attended Perry Preschool as children were more like-
ly to be employed and had a 33 percent higher average income
than their peers who did not attend.

To read the executive summary online, go to
http://fpg.unc.edu~abc/

Looking for Child Care?
Call Child Care Resources, Inc.’ s

Child Care Search
at (704) 550-0103

and talk with one of their parent counselors or search
for child care online using Child Care eSearch at

www.childcareresourcesinc.org
Child Care Search can help you choose and find a quality child care program
for your child. This free service includes referrals to licensed, regulated, or
legally-exempt child care programs, tips on what to look for when choosing
a quality program for your child, information on child care financial assis-
tance options, information on child development/parenting, and guidance in
accessing other community resources that can meet your family’ s needs.

Over 100 people attended the first annual “Breakfast with
Santa” on December 8, 2012
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I 54 families with 71 preschool-aged children were enrolled in
the PAT Program during 2012-13. 

I 596 home visits were conducted with PAT parents. On average,
families received 9 home visits during the year. 

I 66 PAT children were screened for developmental and health
delays. 

I 97% of PAT parents reported that they felt competent and con-
fident in applying parenting information they gained through the
program. 

I 56 adults were able to attended English as a Second Language
(ESL) classes offered by Stanly Community College at the
Stanly County Partnership for Children offices. 30 children of
these families were provided on-site child care during classes. 

Parents As Teachers – The Parents As Teachers staff provides
Stanly County families, with children birth-five, a centralized
source of information, resources and referrals needed to support
their children’s emotional, intellectual, and physical development.
The Parents As Teachers program is an international early child-
hood parent education and family support program.  For more

information on the specific guidelines call 704-983-8625 ext. 231.

On-site Childcare - On-site childcare is provided to those par-
ticipating in ESL or other Partnership sponsored parent education
classes who have children birth-five years old.  For more informa-
tion call 704-982-2038 ext. 224.

Smart Start Focuses on
Family Support
Stanly County Partnership For Children Addresses It Through

Parents As Teachers (PAT)
On-site childcare for ESL and parent classes

Family Support Successes in Stanly County

Parent Letter Submitted to Program Staff:
The free Parents as Teachers program offered through the Stanly County

Partnership for Children has been such a blessing for me and my family.  It
can't be easier, someone comes to our house; we don't even have to go
anywhere!   Our relationship began during the difficult postpartum period,
when I met my parent educator. She quickly established a warm rapport with
my son and I, and I looked forward to her bi-monthly visits.  Sometimes they
were the only encounters with another adult I would get!   

The program supports the parent by encouraging positive parenting in the
areas of emotional, social and physical development.   It gives us specific
activities to do while we understand what to look for.  For example, making
a game with an empty bottle and clothespins to encourage fine motor skill
development.  The curriculum and activities are simple, and age appropri-
ate. Our educator also brings information about community events and
classes we might like to attend.  The Partnership also has an educational
toy library that is just great.  For only $15 per year, you can check out books
and toys, all of which are organized for different ages and interests.  You
take them back when your child is tired of them, and get something new.  I
feel encouraged as a parent, and my son has another supportive person in
his life. Hurray!

Sincerely, 
Jenneffer Sixkiller

Worker Readiness:
Reserach shows that the
learning and development
that occur in a child’s 
earliest years have a
strong impact on later 
outcomes, including the
mastery of skills a 
productive worker needs.

Board members and staff attended the Smart Start 20th
Anniversary Celebration luncheon held May 2, 2013 in
Greensboro.

Way to Go Stanly County!
• 93% of eligible children participating in Parents as Teachers
received a developmental and health screening compared to 84%
across NC.
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Sunday, April 13, 2014
“Too MAnY FRogS”

presented by the Tarradiddle Players
at Central Elementary School

Rabbit lives alone but decides to share his nightly
ritual of a bedtime story with his visitor, Froggie.
Based on the book by Sandy Asher and Keith
Graves, when Froggie brings home dozens and

dozens of his frog cousins, Rabbit has to choose
between his old life and his new-found audience.
Classic fairy tales such as "Goldilocks and the
Three Bears," "The Elves and the Shoemaker" and
"The Ugly Duckling" all magically come to life in this
unique story about a little rabbit and his froggie
friends. This clever tale will leave the whole family
smiling.

Buy One Ticket, Get One Free - $5.00

UPCOMING EVENTS

Celebrate the Week of the Young Child April 6-12, 2014
Early Years are Learning Years®

As a member of the National Association for the Education of Young Children, the Stanly County Partnership For Children will participate in the Week
of the Young Child.  Special events throughout the week will help our entire community focus attention on the needs of our youngest citizens.

Friday, May 9, 2014
NATIONAL PROVIDER APPRECIATION DAY

Recognize your child’s provider on this day as the Friday before Mother’s Day is set as National Provider
Appreciation Day.  Each day we entrust child care providers with our most precious resource; our future. 

Say thanks to your child care provider on May 9th!

Please join us in celebrating the Partnership’s 20th
Anniversary by showing your support with a $20 gift

to Stanly County Partnership For Children. 
Your gift, of any size, will be used towards the 

Dolly Parton Imagination Library and will allow 
a Stanly County preschool aged child an 

opportunity to receive an age appropriate book mailed
to his or her home each month for one year.

All Anniversary donors will be recognized in our 
spring edition of Parenting Pages.

Please make checks payable to:  
SCPC—Give $20 Campaign

Donations may be mailed or delivered in person to:
SCPC, 1000 N. First Street, Suite 8, Albemarle, NC 28001

Give $2000 In Honor Of


